
Panel: Air Pollution: Addressing Data Challenges and the Way Forward 

 

According to a recent report by Lancet Global, more than 90 percent cities worldwide have toxic 

air. People living in urban areas are more at risk to air emissions, including fine particulate 

matter (PM), indoor, vehicular and industrial pollutants. During 2017, South Asian countries had 

the highest annual average exposure to PM 2.5 (small particles less than 2.5 micron diameter) 

(Das and Horton 2018). Pakistan is 169
th

 in the global Environmental Performance Index (EPI) 

among 180 countries. According to the World Bank, outdoor air pollution, in this country, causes 

22,000 premature deaths annually.    

 

To tackle air pollution regular monitoring is needed. Currently, in Pakistan, there are three main 

sources of data on air pollution. The United States’ embassy in Pakistan provides data on a daily 

basis for PM 2.5 for Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore and Peshawar. Another source is the Pakistan 

Air Quality Initiative (PAQI) which also provides data for the same cities. More recently, the 

federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has also started providing data for Islamabad, 

along with data of sulphur and nitrous oxides.  The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) 

in Lahore used to provide information, but their online data provision sources are no longer 

functional. Currently, all this data is segregated and not utilised by the government for policy 

action. 

 

Air pollution sources not only include PM 2.5 but also PM 10, emissions from agricultural 

activities, coal mining, landfills, energy production and distribution, fuel combustion, road 

transport, and households. It is very important to quantify various sources of emissions to 

develop focused policy actions. For example, there are air pollution hot spots where there is no 

monitoring at all such as Faisalabad. After the 18
th

 Constitutional Amendment, each province 

needs to come up with tangible measures and policy frameworks based on evidence-based data. 

Given these issue, this panel will address the following: 

 

 Status and plans of provincial governments about air pollution issues and data  

 Policy frameworks on air pollution issues in Pakistan 

 Institutional analysis and challenges of air pollution in the country, and 

 Quantification of air emissions sources. 
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